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Legislation to repeal laws pertaining to land distribution (laws 85 and 86) introduced by National
Opposition Union (UNO) deputies was scheduled for debate June 18. Prior to the debate, the
39 deputies pertaining to the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) walked out of the
Assembly to protest the "reactionary legislation." Three other UNO legislators were also absent.
The remaining 50 deputies voted unanimously to send the bill to committee. Observers said the
bill will likely be submitted for a floor vote within two to three weeks. President Violeta Barrios
de Chamorro is expected to veto the legislation as part of her administration's policy of national
reconciliation, and to prevent violence. However, 47 votes could override a veto. [The two laws
implemented by the previous Sandinista government specified that anyone using confiscated
property became the immediate owner, and enabled city governments to give vacant lots to almost
anyone who asked. According to estimates prepared by the previous government, over 1 million
people benefitted from property redistribution under the two laws.] June 17: UNO representatives
met with Sandinista leader and former vice president Sergio Ramirez over the weekend. Ramirez
requested that debate on the bill be postponed. UNO deputy Roberto Urroz asserted that debate
of the bill had been delayed long enough. FSLN deputies announced late Monday that they were
boycotting legislative sessions to protest attempts to repeal what is considered the Sandinista
government's landmark legislation. June 18: Legislative Assembly leader Alfredo Caesar announced
that debate on plans to repeal the two laws would be indefinitely postponed. He said that legislators
did not want to exacerbate social tensions throughout the country. Hundreds of small-scale farmers
protested the proposed bill by blocking a highway in southern Nicaragua. Police surrounded the
Assembly building in Managua. Fifty members of the Sandinista Communal Movement (MCS)
occupied Radio Corporacion. Riot police were posted outside the station. During a Radio Catolica
broadcast, journalists from Radio Corporacion said they were forced to evacuate the premises by
men wearing masks armed with machine guns and other weapons. Notimex reported that 100
members of MCS and the organization of Sandinista wounded veterans occupied Managua's city
hall building. According to Radio Catolica, armed men attacked the security guard, grabbed his
keys and entered the building early Tuesday. Later, dozens of police in full riot gear surrounded
the building, but made no attempt to remove those inside. Additional reports indicated that armed
men appeared at other stations and ordered suspension of morning news programs. Radio Ya
reported that Sandinista supporters seized city halls in the towns of Masaya, Nandaime and Ciudad
Sandino. The report indicated that the takeovers of the Managua city hall and Radio Corporacion
were part of "massive protests" against efforts to repeal Sandinista-era laws. June 19: Unidentified
assailants caused structural damage to headquarters of the Independent Liberal Party (PLI). Vice
President Virgilio Godoy is a PLI leader. No casualties were reported. Assailants also bombed the
Sandinista-run Radio Ya. Radio Ya director Carlos Guadamuz said the bombing "was the work
of shadowy forces who want to silence the people." Bombs were also tossed at the headquarters
of the Social Christian Party and the home of Assembly deputy Julio Ruiz Quesada in Matagalpa.
According to police reports, in all cases assailants used small explosive charges that damaged
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building facades. There were no injuries and only minor material damage. Protesters occupying
Radio Corporacion left the building peacefully. In comments to reporters former president Daniel
Ortega said UNO legislators had dropped a different type of bomb by wanting to repeal land
redistribution laws. According to Ortega, if the legislative bomb explodes, "people will have to
defend themselves...The (Sandinistas) and all honest Nicaraguans have the undeniable obligation
to put a stop to this dangerous maneuvering before the revenge seekers launch us...into a war that
nobody wants and which we must avoid." Ortega said repeal of the legislation "is the first step of a
plan aimed at destroying the victories of the poor." He asserted that Sandinista lawmakers would
boycott the assembly indefinitely. Moises Hassan, who served on the Sandinista government's
first junta, told journalists that the present nine-member Sandinista directorate and about 1,000
party associates have accumulated about $1 billion worth of property. Most of the property, he
said, was acquired during the final two months of the Sandinista administration, a period known
as "La Pinata." "Economically, the [Sandinistas] are secure," Hassan said, "but their anguish and
greatest preoccupation is having lost power." June 20: The UNO political council met in emergency
session. Council member Roberto Urroz told reporters, "UNO is reaching the conclusion that it
should press criminal charges against Daniel Ortega and bring him to court." He asserted that
Ortega urged the Sandinista rank and file to fight the government's move to repeal the legislation
in the same way they battled the Somoza dictatorship during the 1979 revolution. Urroz added
that UNO may also seek help from the international community and appeal to human rights
organizations. According to Urroz, "Here in Nicaragua we are in a completely defenseless state.
Neither the police nor the armed forces protect honest citizens. They just protect those who commit
vandalism. The police are allied with those who have taken over Radio Corporacion." Interior
Minister Carlos Hurtado said, "These events that have shaken up public opinion...are a wave of
violence that practically borders on terrorism." Daily newspaper Barricada reported that Daniel
Ortega would meet Thursday with Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo. During a press briefing,
PLI president Wilfredo Navarro accused President Violeta Chamorro of "obvious omission and
negligence" with respect to the chaos, violence and terrorism" against UNO deputies. He said, "We
respect and trust (President Chamorro), but due to certain circumstances and advisors, she has not
been able to keep her promises." Navarro charged the Sandinistas and FLSN leader Daniel Ortega
with "attacking national security." He said that [Sandinista] police reacted with complacency and
passivity to takeovers of public buildings and radio stations in Managua and other cities. June 27:
Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo called on deputies boycotting Assembly sessions to return to
the legislature, and discuss their differences "like intelligent men." June 29: Daniel Ortega led 5,000
persons in a 30-km. march from Managua to Masaya. Ortega told the crowd that certain political
sectors were "closing the political and economic spaces" to Sandinismo and warned that this could
result in an "armed rebellion." July 1: FSLN deputies released a joint communique declaring that
they would not return to the national legislature until the bill to repeal laws 84 and 85 is withdrawn.
(Basic data from Deutsche Press Agentur (DPA), 06/18/91; ACAN-EFE, 06/19/91; AP, 06/18-20/91;
Notimex, 06/17/91, 06/18/91, 06/20/91; Agence France-Presse (AFP), 06/18/91, 06/19/91, 06/29/91,
07/01/91)
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